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Changes in Tribal Society

Introduction
India has a rich and varied tribal heritage. There are various tribal communities
scattered all over India which represent racial and linguistic stocks at different levels of
economic and technological development. While several changes have occurred
amongst them with the spread of education and other programmes of development
initiated by the government of independent India, most of these groups are still
generally backward and receive special attention from the government and other social
reform agencies.

Tribal Communities
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The contemporary tribal cultures of India do not conform to the ideal of a
primitive culture. Their settlements are both rural and urban, the rates of literacy
among them are rising. However, some tribal groups or some segments among them,
still practice primitive economy and their ways of life correspond to the stereotypical
image, but there are other groups which are on the path to modernisation. Along with
such changes all tribal societies listed in the Schedule insist on maintaining their tribal
status. They are designated as Scheduled Tribes (STs).
These communities represent an important social group of Indian social
structure. India has the second largest concentration of tribal population after Africa.

Box 1
The tribes in India live in different parts across the country in varying proportions.
The highest proportion of tribal population is concentrated in central India, as well
as, in the North Eastern part of the country. They are known by different names.
The Gonds, the Bhils, the Santhals, and the Oraons etc. are some of the tribal
communities who live in the central parts of the country. The tribal communities of
India live in the forest hills and naturally isolated regions and are known by different
names such as Vanyajati (caste of forest), Vanvasi (inhabitant of forest), Pahari (hilldwellers), Adimjati (original communities), Adivasi (first settlers), Janjati (folk
people), Anusuchit Janjati (scheduled tribe) and so on. Among all these terms
Adivasi is known most extensively, and Anusuchit Janjati or Scheduled Tribe is the
constitutional name covering all of them.
‘Tribe’ in the Indian context today is normally referred in the language of the
Constitution as ‘Scheduled Tribe’. It was Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the chairman of the
drafting committee of the constitution, who preferred the concept of Scheduled Tribe
to ‘Adivasis’. The Scheduled Tribes constitute the second largest group of the
backward classes.
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Meaning of Tribe
Tribal

Latin word
"Tribuz"

Meaning --"one-third"

The word tribe is derived from the Latin word tribuz meaning ‘one third’.Tribe
can be defined as a social group, which occupies a definite area and is primitive in
nature characterised by cultural homogeneity and a unifying social organisation. The
identity and culture of tribes are closely linked to the natural resources and the
environment in which they live.
The word originally referred to one of the three territorial groups that united to form
Rome. The Romans applied the word tribus to 35 people who became a part of Rome
before 241 BC. Initially, a tribe was simply a territorially defined social group. The
Romans identified tribe as a political unit that had a distinct name, occupied a common
territory and followed a common leadership. Tribals are commonly referred to as
‘Adivasis’.
G.S. Ghurye termed the tribals as
‘Backward Hindus’.
M. K. Gandhi popularised the word
Girijan.
J. H. Hutton preferred to call the
tribals Primitive Tribals.
The Constitution of India has
accepted the term Scheduled
Tribes.
Scheduled Tribes (STs)
Communities are notified as STs under
Article 342 of the Constitution of India
based on the following characteristics:
Primitive traits

Do you know ?
The tribal population in India as per
the 2011 Census constitutes 8.2% of
the country’s total population. The
state with highest population of
tribal is Mizoram; the state with
lowest population of tribes is Goa.
The Union Territory (U.T.) with
highest population of tribals is
Lakshadweep and the U.T. with
lowest population of tribals is
Andaman & Nicobar Island. The
largest tribal community in India is
the Santhals, who are found mainly
in West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand
and Orissa.

Graphical isolation
Distinct culture
Shyness of contact with community at large
Economic backwardness
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Definitions
“A tribe is a society that has a common territory, a common name, a common
culture, a common dialect, a tradition of common descent, and sometimes the
presence of a chieftain”.
-Peter Murdoch
“A tribe is a group of local communities, which live in a common area, speak a
common dialect and follow a common culture”.
-Lewis Gillin and Phillip Gillin
A tribe is thus a small, homogenous geographically isolated group with a
distinct language and culture. It is technologically primitive, has an economy that is
subsistence in nature and characterised by barter system.

Features
1. Common Territory: A tribe is a territorial community. It means it has a
definite territory in which its members reside. For example, the Naga reside in
Nagaland; the Khasis live in Assam; the Todas in Nilgiri Hills of Tamil Nadu and so on.
Usually they do not like the interference of outsiders.
2. Collection of Families: Tribals comprise a collection of families. These
collections may have various sizes. These families which generally have relationships
among themselves could be matriarchal or patriarchal.

Division
of Labour

Common
Territory

Collection
of Families

Common
Name

Common
Culture
Endogamous
group

Common
Language
Features of
Tribal Society
Chieftainship

Subsistence
Economy

Common
Religion

Feeling
of unity
Man-Land
Relationship
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Homogeneous
Societies

3. Common Name: Every tribe has its own distinctive name, for example, the
Garo, the Khasi, the Naga, the Santhal, the Muda, the Kota, etc.
4. Common Language: Tribals have a common language or dialect of their own.
In general, tribal languages do not have a script. For example, the Gonds speak Gondi
dialect; the Bhils speak Bhili dialect; the Santhal speak Santhali language; the Mundas
speak Mundari language, etc. A common language contributes much to the
development of community feeling.
5. Chieftainship: Every tribe has its own political system in which their chief is
elected either on the basis of physical strength or experience or age, etc. The chief
enjoys absolute authority. All members give weightage to his decisions. The supreme
and final authority is in his hands.
6. Common Religion: Religion is the vital
Activity 1.1
element in the social life of tribals. Mostly their social life
is regulated by religion. Their religion primarily takes the Make a collage on tribes
form of ideas of spirits, nature worship, ancestral depicting their culture.
worship and magic. In addition to ancestral and nature
worship, the tribals practice other types of faith such as
fetishism, animism and totemism.
7. Homogenous Societies: Tribal societies are quite homogenous with respect
to language, religion, culture, and economy, i.e., all the members of the tribe share
them.
8. Man-Land Relationship: A tribe is an integral part of its environment. The
attachment of people to the land on which they live is the basis of their life and culture.
All members of the tribe identify themselves with their land. There is no individual
ownership of land or concept of land as property.
9. Feeling of Unity: The members of a tribe always feel that they are united.
This sense of unity is essential for them to retain their identity. They are always ready to
avenge the injustice done to the group or the individuals.
10. Subsistence Economy: A tribal society is simple in character. Their mode of
production is based on hunting, gathering, fishing, and on forest products. Along with
the subsistence economy, barter system also exists. Their economic activities are not
based on the notion of profit. However, due to the increase in their population and
changed economic conditions, their self-sufficiency has declined.
11. Endogamous Group: All the members of the tribe marry within their own
groups and thus practice endogamy. Within every tribe there are other groups and
subgroups, which help in preserving and regulating the purity of blood, cultural
peculiarities and retaining the property within the group.
12. Division of Labour: In tribal societies, division of labour is based on age and
sex. There is no specialisation in terms of socially acquired technical skills as is seen in
the more advanced societies.
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13. Common Culture: Every tribe has a distinctive culture of its own such as its
own way of behaving, thinking, feeling and acting, as well as, its own customs,
traditions, morals, values etc.

Classification of Tribal Society
Tribes of India form an important part of Indian population. The tribes of India
are categorised into different groups on the basis of racial, economic and integrational
classification. The classifications of the tribes are discussed in detail below.
Classification of Tribal Society
Racial
Classification

Economic
Classification

Integrational
Classification

- The Indo-Aryan
- The Dravidian
- The Mongoloid
- The Aryo-Dravidian
- The Mongola-Dravidian
- The Scytho-Dravidian
- The Turko-Iranian

-Forest-Hunting
-Hill Cultivation
-Plain Agriculture
-Simple and Folk
Artisans
-Industrial and Urban
Workers

-Tribal Communities
-Semi-tribal
Communities
-Acculturated Tribal
Communities
-Totally Assimilated
Tribals

Racial Classification of Tribes in India
Sir Herbert Risley attempted to classify the Indian peoples on scientific basis.
He recognised three racial types of people in India, namely, the Indo-Aryans the
Dravidian and the Mongoloids which also mix with each other. It results in varying racial
complexions of the people in India. Therefore, he distinguished seven physical types of
tribes in India.
a) The Indo-Aryan: This type of tribal community is confined to Punjab, Rajasthan
and Kashmir. In terms of physical appearance these people are mostly tall with
fair complexion, dark eyes, luxuriant growth of hair on face and body and
narrow and long prominent nose.
b) The Dravidian: They are deemed to extend from Ceylon to the valley of the
Ganges in Western Bengal including whole of Chennai, Hyderabad, Central
India and Chotta Nagpur. They are thought to be probably the original
inhabitants of India. Their complexion is usually dark, they have dark eyes, long
head and a very broad nose.
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c) The Mongoloid: The Mongoloid type is to be found in the belt along the
Himalayan region including North-East Frontier, Nepal and Burma. Their chief
features are broad head, dark complexion with yellowish tinge, and scanty hair
on face. They have short or below average stature.
d) The Aryo-Dravidian: This type of tribe is considered to be the inter-mixture in
varying proportions of the Aryans and the Dravidians. They are found in U.P.,
parts of Rajasthan and Bihar. Their complexion varies from light brown to
black, noses range from medium to broad and their stature is shorter than that
of the Indo-Aryans.
e) The Mongolo-Dravidians: This type is a blend of the Dravidians and Mongoloid
elements. They are found in Bengal and Orissa. They are characterised by
broad and round heads, dark complexion, plentiful hair on face and medium
height.
f) The Scytho-Dravidian: This type is a mixture of the Scythians and the
Dravidians. They are found in the western region of India extending from
Gujarat to Coorg. They also include people from Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra. This type has low-to-medium stature, fair complexion, broad
head, and moderate fine nose.
g) The Turko-Iranian : This type is present in Afghanistan, Baluchistan and NorthWestern Frontier Provinces (N.W.F.P., now in Pakistan). They are regarded to be
formed probably by the fusion of Turkish and Persian elements.

Economic Classification of the Indian Tribes
The Indian tribals have also been classified on the basis of economy. The
nature, man and spirit all function to give a particular way to the tribals. They are
interdependent and interact within this framework. Therefore, we can classify the
tribals of India into five types on the basis of their economy.
a) Forest-Hunting: The tribals of this type engage in hunting, food gathering and
fishing. There is an absence of
Do You Know ?
technological aids. They also live
Shifting
Cultivation
is known by different
in deep forest.
names in different parts of the world.
b) Hill Cultivation: The tribals who
Jhuming- North-East India
live in hilly areas practice
MilpaMexico
shifting cultivation. Shifting
RocaBrazil
cultivation or Jhum cultivation is
Ladang- Malaysia
an age old institution among the
Indian tribals.
c) Plain Agriculture: These tribals live in undulating plateaus and are
predominantly dependent on plough cultivation.
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d) Simple Artisan and Folk Artist: The tribals who engage in handicrafts and their
folk arts to eke out their subsistence come under this category. These tribals
depend very much on the local market and village people.
e) Industrial and Urban Workers: The tribals who have accepted industrial life
come under this category. Primarily the tribe may be an agriculturalist or a
forest hunting type or so on.

Classification of Indian Tribes Based on Levels of Integration
The tribals are an integral part of Indian population. Though they have
maintained their ethnic identities, they have adjusted well to the non-tribal people
after coming into contact with them. They have adapted to the situation.
According to L.P. Vidyarthi and B.K. Rai, the Tribal Welfare Committee
constituted by the Indian Conference of Social Work in 1952 divided tribes into four
main divisions:
a) Tribal Communities: Tribals who confine themselves to original habitats and
are still distinctive in their pattern of life.
b) Semi-Tribal Communities: Tribals who have more or less settled down in rural
areas, taken up agriculture and other allied occupations.
c) Acculturated Tribal Communities: Tribal communities those have migrated to
urban and semi-urban areas are engaged in “modern” occupations such as
working in industries and have adopted some of the traits and culture of the
host population.
d) Totally Assimilated Tribals: These are tribals who have adopted Hindu religion
in terms of their orientation toward the Hindu social order. B. K. Roy Burman
has classified such tribals into the following categories:
■ Tribes which have been incorporated in the Hindu social order.
■ Tribes which are positively oriented toward the Hindu social order.
■ Tribes which are negatively oriented toward the Hindu social order.
■ Tribes which are indifferent toward the Hindu social order.
There are seven major tribes such as the Gonds, the Bhils, the Santhals, the
Minas, the Oraons, the Mundas and the Khonds which account for a population of a
lakh or more. A brief description on The Gonds, The Bhils and The Santhals is given
below.
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Major Tribes

■
■
■
■
■

The Gonds
One of the largest tribes in the
country.
Believed to belong to the Dravidian
group.
Found in Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, etc.
Speak Gondi dialect and Chhattisgarhi
also.
Depend on agro-forest economy. A
few groups still practice shifting
cultivation.

The Bhils
■ Another large tribal group, also
known as Bhilala.
■ Found in Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Tripura.
■ Speak Bhili dialect.
■ Main source of livelihood is
agriculture.
■ Holi is one of their very important
festivals.

The Gonds

The Bhils

The Santhals
■ The Santhal is the largest tribe of India.
■ Found in Bihar, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Orissa.
■ Speak Santhali language. Also speak Oriya language of

Orissa, Bangla of Bengal and Hindi of Bihar.
■ Sohrai, the harvest festival is their most important festival.
■ They worship Sun God.
■ The bride price practice is generally prevalent among
them.
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Family System of Tribal Society
Family is the basic unit in all human societies. There is more than one form of
family system existing in tribal societies, which are discussed in Box 3:

Based on Authority
● Patriarchal
● Matriarchal

Based on Residence
● Patrilocal
● Matrilocal
● Biolocal
● Neolocal

Based on Descent
● Patrilineal
● Matrilineal
● Double

Family System of Tribal Society
Based on Authority: In tribal society both patriarchal and matriarchal
families exist, for instance, among the Kharia and the Garo tribes
respectively. In the Kharia tribe the father is the central figure in the family.
All the authorities are vested in him and descent is traced through him. This
family is based on monogamous marriage. Similarly, the Garos have a
matriarchal family system. Mother is the head of the family. All the
authorities are vested in her. Descent is traced through her. The proposal for
marriage always comes from the women’s side. After marriage, the son-inlaw comes to live in his wife’s parent’s house.
Based on Residence:
■ If the son stays and the daughter leaves her family of birth, and the
married couple live with or near the husband’s parents, it is called
patrilocal residence. This system is found among the Santhals, the
Mundas, the Hos, the Bhils, etc.
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■ If the daughter stays and the son leaves, so that the married couple live
with or near the wife parents, it is called matrilocal residence, for example,
among the Khasi, the Chenchus, etc.
■ When either the son or the daughter leaves, so that the married couple
lives with or near either the wife’s or the husband’s parents, it is called
bilocal residence. In Lakshadeweep and central Kerela, a few tribes follow
this family system.
■ When both the son and the daughter leave and married couple lives apart
from the relatives of either spouse we call it neolocal residence, for
example, among the Oraon, the Gadaba, etc.
Based on Descent:

■ When descent is traced through father’s side it is called patrilineal descent.
For example, the Kharia, the Santhal, the Munda etc.

■ When descent is traced through mother’s side it is called matrilineal
descent. For example, the Garo, the Khasi etc.
Some societies have followed double descent system in which descent is
traced through for some purposes from matrilineal kin and for other
purposes from patrilineal kin.

Marriage System of Tribal Society
Ways of Acquiring Mate
The institution of marriage among the tribals is different from that in the Hindu
society. Marriage among the tribals is not a religious sacrament but a social contract
with the purpose of enjoyment of sex, procreation and companionship. The forms of
marriage, the ceremonies, the taboos and the laws of dissolution of marriage for the
tribals are different from those of the civilised society. Mentioned below are some of
the tribal ways of acquiring a mate:
■ Marriage by Capture: This is when a man forcibly marries a woman. This
custom of marriage is found among the Santhals, the Mundas, the Gonds, the
Bhils, etc.
■ Marriage by Purchase: Bride-price paid either in cash or in kind, is the central
theme in this type of marriage. This custom of marriage is found among the
Mundas, the Oraon, the Ho, etc.
■ Marriage by Exchange: Under this marriage system two households exchange
women with each other and thus, avoid the payment of bride-price. Marriage
by exchange is practiced by the Uralis, the Maria the Gond etc.
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■ Marriage by Elopement: In some cases if the parents do not give consent to
the love of the would-be spouses for marriage, they flee away to some other
place without any information to the parents. They are, however, accepted by
the families after a period of time.
■ Marriage by Service: This is when the man serves at his father-in-law’s house
before marriage to avoid the payment of bride-price.
■ Marriage by Intrusion: When a woman forcibly marries a man. The Birhor and
the Ho are among the tribes who practice it.

■ Marriage by Trial: Under this type of marriage the man is required to prove
himself courageous and brave. After that he is free to choose his life partner. It
is practiced by the Bhil tribe during their Holi festival.
■ Marriage by Mutual Consent: In this form of marriage mutual consent is taken
for marriage.

■ Marriage by Probation: It allows a man to stay at woman’s place for a week
together after which they decide whether or not to get married. Marriage by
probation is practiced by the Kukis of Arunachal Pradesh and the Nicobarese.

Economic System of Tribal Society
The tribes of India can be classified on the basis of their traditional economic
organisation, material culture, and levels of technology. Their economy is small in
scale, subsistence or marginal in nature, and makes use of simple technology which
fits in well with their ecological surroundings. Tribes are economically independent,
with a distinctive division of labour and specialisation, production and consumption
patterns.
According to L.P. Vidyarti and B.K. Rai, D.N. Majumdar and T.N. Madan
identified various characteristics of tribes:
a. Use of simple technology
b. Economy based on the principle of barter and exchange system
c. Lack of profit motive
d. Cooperation and collective endeavour
e. Low degree of innovation
f.

Absence of regular market but existence of weekly markets

g. Production of consumer goods rather than capital goods
h. Division of labour based on sex and age
i.

Presence of both individual and communal ownership of property
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Issues concerning Tribal Communities
We have discussed above the cultural, social, political, economic aspects and
classifications of various tribes. Though they have a rich culture, but they also face
certain specific problems, as well, deforestation and displacement being the most
prominent of them. Deforestation results in displacement of forest people, particularly
the aboriginal tribes and their traditional culture and knowledge which they have
inherited from their ancestors and through their own experience while living in the
forest. Let us discuss with each of these problems in detail.

Deforestation
Issues
Displacement

Deforestation
Deforestation is one of the major causes of the environmental degradation. It
implies the cutting down of trees. Besides, expansion of cropped areas and pastures are
also the major sources of deforestation. During earlier times, the tribals were able to
survive because of the availability of forest and natural resources. They were totally
dependent on forests for their livelihood. But due to industrialisation, urbanisation,
agriculture, commercial logging, increase in population, fuel-wood collection, etc. the
deforestation has increased and affected the tribal’s livelihood directly and indirectly.
The loss of forest covers also influences the climate and contributes to loss of the
biodiversity.

Agriculture
Timber
Mining

Commerical
Logging

Paper and
Pulp
Industries

Causes of
Deforestation

Pasture Land
Development

Fuelwood
Production

Urbanisation
and
Industrialisation
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Causes of Deforestation
1. Deforestation for Agriculture: Conservation of forest land into farmland is one
of the most important causes of deforestation. The forest is usually cleared by
the landless peasants for their livelihood. Shifting cultivation is practiced in
several parts of the tropical countries particularly by the aboriginal tribal
people.
2. Deforestation for Timber Mining: Industrial timber mining is the major cause of
destruction of the forest. Demand for hardwood to make house furniture and
fixtures increased enormously since the industrial revolution. Therefore, the
timber was obtained from tropical forests because the hardwood quality was
excellent and the labour was cheap.

3. Deforestation for Fuel-wood Production: Although fuel-wood gathering rarely
causes large scale destruction of forest, people cut down trees from the forest
areas to use it as firewood. This is their main fuel supply, both for cooking food
and for heat. For this purpose the indigenous tribal people cut down the trees,
building stacks of them and make charcoal etc.
4. Urbanisation and Industrialisation: Since industrialisation and urbanisation
need land, so major portion of forest lands are cleared in order to promote
industrialisation and urbanisation. This produces harmful effects on the
environment, as well as, on the forests’ ecological balance. It also contributes
to the tribals becoming homeless.
5. Deforestation for Pasture Land Development: Conversion of forest-land into
fodder-land to meet the greed of the rich meat-based affluent societies of the
world is yet another major cause of deforestation.
6. Deforestation for Paper and Pulp Industries: Wood is transformed into paper
that serves as an essential tool for communication, commerce, education etc.
Paper production and paper use has increased dramatically all over the world
for the past several decades. Pulp used in paper making comes from plantations.
Therefore, paper and pulp industries are to a great extent responsible for
deforestation.
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7. Deforestation for Commercial Logging : Logging means cutting down forest
trees for wood. Commercial logging companies cut down mature trees selected
for timber business. Wood is used for many things including construction,
building furniture and as firewood.

Activity 1.2
Observe the causes and
effects of deforestation.
Discuss its impacts on
our environment in your
class

Thus, we can say that deforestation has
affected not only the ecological system but also
social and economic systems of the tribals. At the
global level, deforestation has resulted in the release
of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases into
the atmosphere. Deforestation causes many
problems for the tribals such as displacement of the
indigenous communities, loss of biodiversity,
flooding, food problem, health issues, climate
change, etc.

Displacement
Displacement is defined as the act of uprooting from one area to another. It is
also one of the major problems for the tribals. Displacement of people from traditional
habitats causes much trauma to the affected persons. The effect of industrialisation and
urbanisation has been felt by the tribal population. As tribal areas are rich in natural
resources, various measures were taken to exploit those areas for raw materials, power,
and irrigation projects. Therefore, the tribals have been deprived of their land and paid
meagre amounts as compensation, which they spent on drinking and certain ritual
practices. Thus, they became moneyless and landless. For subsistence, they worked as
labour in the factories. No doubt, industrialisation initially provided employment
opportunities for tribal youth in unskilled jobs, but due to illiteracy and lack of
awareness, they are not in a position to take up skilled or semi-skilled jobs.
According to Nadeem Hasnain, the major power and irrigation projects, such
as the Maithon, Konar, and Panchet in Bihar, the steel projects of Rourkela, Durgapur,
and West Bengal are the many undertakings that have resulted in a substantial
displacement of the tribals. Very few of them have taken the advantage of the various
facilities offered by the authorities. The alternative land offered by the authorities for
cultivation was not irrigable and did not offer adequate returns to maintain their
families.
The cash compensation given is seldom utilised for productive purposes. It is
almost invariably spent on daily living expenses until alternative employment is found.
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Besides, no alternative space is provided to the tribal people by the newly constructed
factories or townships. The owners of the townships are more interested in setting up
their own factories and getting profits at the cost of the tribal people. Having no other
alternative, the tribals are forced to set up small dwellings near the outskirts of the
townships, which have developed into slums lacking even the basic civic amenities.

Causes of Displacement
1. Land Acquisition and Displacement: Tribal community from whom land is
alienated are thus deprived of their livelihood because most of them live in a
natural resource based informal economy and depend on agriculture.
Land
Acquisition
and
Displacement
Displacement
due to Special
Economic zones

Dam Building
and Displcaement

Causes of
Displacement

Industry and
Displacement

Mining and
Displacement

Compulsory acquisition of land for construction of dams and roads and mining
operations, industry and reservation of forests for national parks forces people
to leave their traditional land. Tribals are the worst sufferers since most
development projects such as dams and industries are located in near tribal
dwellings. Nearly 50-60 million people have been displaced by development
projects in India as a whole and tribes constitute at least 40 per cent of them.
2. Dam Construction and Displacement: Dam construction is one of the most
important causes of development related displacement. In recent times, large
scale industrialisation, privatisation and globalisation for the sake of
development have emerged as the biggest threat to the tribal identity. The
tribals, their lands and the other resources are now exposed to the exploitative
market forces and the numerous projects to exploit minerals and other natural
resources. Land alienation of the tribals by the powerful entities has become a
common phenomenon.
3. Mining and Displacement: In the globalisation era, mining has become
another important source of investment and profit for the private sector.
Mining Induced Displacement (MIDS) and re-settlement has become a major
risk from the point of the social sustainability. In India, most of affected people
are the tribal and other indigenous people.
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the pipe line for the core of India’s land planned development for which large areas
have to be acquired. This means people’s homes are destroyed resulting in their
displacement. In addition, the landowners give up land in the process of acquisition by
the State.

Changes in Tribal Society
Tribes are becoming aware, both socially and politically, in maintaining and
preserving their ethnic and cultural identity. They are also trying their level best to
protect themselves against exploitation by outsiders. This may, however, result in a
new form of ecological-cultural isolation. After independence, lots of changes in
political, social and economic sectors have taken place in the Indian society. These
changes have promoted interaction and association among various castes, tribes,
cultural and religious groups. There are numerous social and cultural changes that
have taken place among the tribals which are discussed below:
Social
Stratification
Non
Agricultural
Occupations

Local to global
place
Changes in
Tribal Society
Political
System

Migration

Economic
System

1. Social Stratification: Some studies conducted on tribal societies have revealed
that change is taking place in tribal social stratification. The tribals seem to
have attained the status of class from that of ethnicity. The difference in
material possessions creates new patterns of consumption in food, dress,
housing etc., and also other parallel differences, for instance, the level of
education, religious orientation and preferences in political life.
2. Non-Agricultural Occupations: The tribals in India took to agriculture during
th
the first quarter of the 20 century. At that point they had enough land in their
possession. Increasingly, the caste Hindus made their entry into the tribal land
and since then the tribal land slipped into the hands of these non-tribals.
Hence, the tribals experienced land alienation. This has made them employed
workers instead of peasants. This process of taking up of non-agricultural
occupation is called de-peasantisation.
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3. Migration: Traditionally, social anthropologists have defined tribals as an
immobile stock of people. They hardly move beyond their areas. But the search
for employment has pushed them to work in big cities. Today, these tribals are
working as migrant groups outside their village. Government jobs have also
encouraged them to move from one place to another.
4. Economic System: The tribal subsistence economy has become diversified.
Tribals were for a very long time dependent on the forests and forest products.
They were experts in hunting and gathering. But unlike the caste Hindus, they do
not have any hereditary occupations. This has enabled them to take any
occupation they may find suitable at a given point in time.
5. Political System: Political factors are also causing change among the Indian
tribals. The universal right for voting, party functioning and social activism have
all initiated a strong process of political socialisation among the tribals. This,
along with Community Development Programme for tribal welfare and
development has provided opportunities for politicisation and leadership among
tribals.
6. Local to global place: In the era of globalisation, the tribals cannot be kept in
isolation. The small places, that is, the tribal homelands are linked with the
region, state, nation and the world. The tribals are no longer an encapsulated
mass of people restricted to hill and forests. They have become a part of the
larger process of globalisation.

Conclusion
Thus, it can be concluded from the above discussion that the tribals are an
integral part of India. They have been classified by distinguished Indian and foreign
scholars on the basis of their origin. Deforestation and displacement are the major issues
of tribals. After Independence a lot of social, political, religious, and cultural changes
have occurred in tribal society .

Glossary
●
●

●

Animism: According to Tylor, animism is a belief in the spirit of the dead.
Shifting Cultivation: It is a farming system, which is practiced by most of the
tribals in India. It is also known as “Jhum” or “Podu” cultivation in different
regions. Under this system the forest slopes are cleared, the fallen trees are burnt,
and seeds are sown in covered with ash. Seeds are sown before the onset of the
rainy season. After rainfall the crops are ready. Then a new piece of land is
selected for the next cycle of cultivation and the process is repeated.
Simple Division of Labour: The tribals have a social organisation based upon a
simple division of labour usually based upon age and sex.

20

●

●

Subsistence Economy: A tribal society is simple in character. Their mode of
production is based on hunting, gathering, fishing and on forest products. With
the subsistence economy, barter system also exists. Their economic activities
are not based on the notion of profit. Due to the increase in their population and
changed economic conditions, their self-sufficiency has gone.
Totemism: Totemism means when an object or animal or plant is considered
sacred by the tribe. Therefore, the members do not touch or eat the totem
because they feel it has some supernatural powers and they worship it.

I. Objective type questions
A.

Multiple choice questions
1.

2.

3.

Which is the largest tribe in India?
(a) Santhal
(b) Bhil
(c) Munda
(d) Gonds
The word tribe is derived from which word?
(a) Greek
(b) Latin
(c) Greek and Latin
(d) Latin or Greek

4.

Which is not Risley’s classification on the basis of race?
(a) Indo-Aryan
(b) Hill cultivation
(c) Mongoloid
(d) Scytho-Dravidian
Bhil tribe speak which dialect?

5.

(a) Oriya
(b) Chhattisgarhi
(c) Bhili
(d) Gondi
Which is the cause for environmental degradation?

6.

(a) Housing
(b) Gases
(c) Displacement
(d) Deforestation
The act of movement of someone from one position to another is
called?
(a) Displacement

(b) Mobility

(c) Land Acquisition

(d) Deforestation
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B. Fill in the blanks
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The Romans identified tribe as a __________ unit.
The constitution of India has accepted to use the term tribe as ________.
__________ and __________ are the cultural classifications of tribal society.
Shifting cultivation is also called __________ cultivation.
__________ and __________ are the causes responsible for Deforestation.
__________ and __________ are the two major issues of tribal society.

C. True/False
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

India has the second largest concentration of tribal population?
Dr. G.S. Ghurye called the tribals as “Girijan”.
The Munda tribe speaks Mundari dialect.
Tribals have faith in Animism and Totemism.
Deforestation has no influence on climate and biodiversity.
Land acquisition and dam building are the causes of
Displacement.

D. Match the columns
Column A
Mundari
Timber Mining
The Mongoloid Type
Dam Construction
Bride price paid in cash

Column B
Sir Herbert Risley
Marriage by Purchase
Munda
Deforestation
Displacement or in kind

II. Very short type questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12

What is the total percentage of tribals in India?
Name the mixture of the Scythians and the Dravidians called?
Name the tribals which are based on hunting, gathering and fishing called.
What are the causes of displacement or deforestation?
What are the major causes of Industry, Mining, Dam building, land
acquisition ?
What do you mean by Tribal Society?
Which Is the largest Tribe Community in India?
The word Tribe is derived from which word?
In Indian context who referred to tribes as’ Schedule Tribe’?
The Bhil tribe speaks which kind of dialect?
Who gave racial classification of the tribal society?
‘Sohrai’ is the harvest festival of which tribe?
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III. Short answer type questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Write down three characteristics of tribal society.
What do you mean by chieftainship?
What is subsistence economy?
What do you mean by the Indo-Aryan type tribe?
What do you mean by Mongoloid tribe?
What is the Santhal Tribe?
What is deforestation?
What do you mean by dipsplacement?

IV. Long answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Write a short note on tribal society.
Write the Cultural classification of tribal society.
Write the Racial classification of tribal society.
Write the Linguistic classification of tribal society.
Write the Integrational classification of tribal society.
Distinguish between the Gond and the Bhil tribes.
Write down the three causes of deforestation.
Write the three causes responsible for displacement.
Write five points of social change in tribal society.

V. Very long answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What do you mean by tribal society? Discuss its characteristics in detail.
Write a detailed note on classification of tribal society.
What is deforestation? What are the causes responsible for deforestation?
What is displacement? Write a detailed note on it.
Write down about social changes which occur in tribal society.
Differentiate between deforestation and displacement.

Make a Project Report on tribal society which includes
the economic system on which they are dependent, the
religious system which they practice, their marriage
system and the kind of division of labour that exists in
their society.
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Rural Society
Highlights
2.1
2.2
2.3

2.4

2

Chapter

Meaning
Features
Issues
2.3.1 Indebtedness
2.3.2 Impact of Green Revolution
Changes in Rural Society

Introduction
In India, nearly 70% of the population lives in rural areas, also known as
countryside or villages. A rural community is constituted of a homogenous group of
people residing in a definite geographical area having low density of population, who
lead a simple life, have primary relationships and oral tradition and share a common
mode of consciousness, common economy, common way of living, dressing, food
habits, manners, etc. Culture is deep rooted in these societies and it is part and parcel of
social life. In rural societies, there is a very little scope for occupational mobility because
agriculture is still the main occupation of the people. In the ancient literature, the word
village was interpreted as group of families dwelling at one place. The leader of village
was known as Gramini. Robert Redfield mentioned the following features of a rural
society: small size, distinctiveness, homogeneity and self sufficiency. However, in
modern societies, majority of the villages cannot claim the above features, since these
days villages are linked with wider social, economic and political structures.
“Real India lives in its villages.”

Mahatma Gandhi is often
quoted to have said:

Do you know?
Rural India contributes a big chunk to India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
by way of agriculture, self-employment, services and constructions, etc.
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Villages of India exhibit an enormous deal of inter-state diversity. Different states
have different number of villages. The maximum numbers of villages are in Uttar
Pradesh and Daman and Diu. The National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO)
defines ‘rural’ in the following manner:
■ An area with a population density of up to 400 per square kilometres
■ Villages with clear survey boundaries but no municipal board
■ A minimum of 75% of working population involved in agriculture and allied
activities.

Do you know?
The term “rural” is the opposite of “urban”. The term 'rural
society' is used almost interchangeably with term 'village'. As per
census 2011, out of 121 crore Indians, 83.3 crore population lives
in the rural areas. The rural community has a long history of its
own. It is a group of about 5000 people depending on agriculture
and allied occupations, permanently residing in a particular
geographic area and participating in common socio-economic
and cultural activities.

You will be amazed to know that Rural Sociology is a branch of Sociology in
which studies have been carried out since 19th century. The prominent scholars
engaged in Rural Sociology during this period were Sir Henry Maine, Baden Powell, von
Maurer, etc. The period of 1890-1920 saw the rural societies in America facing many
socio-economic problems which attracted the attention of the intelligentsia, thus
establishing study of rural societies as an academic discipline. The appointment of
country life commission by US President Theodore Roosevelt was an important
landmark in the history of rural Sociology. In 1913 the first text book on Rural Sociology
was published by J. M. Gillette. The central concern in the sociological study of rural
society is with social organisation – the social system (or subsystem) and their
interrelationships within rural society. The Indian village, too has been studied by some
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sociologists and anthropologists. A few among these include S. C. Dube, Oscar Lewis, M.
N. Srinivas, M. Marriott, F. G. Bailey, Kathleen Gough, K. L. Sharma, Andre Beteille, etc.

Thus rural Society is :
■
■
■
■

Residing permanently in definite geographical area, small in size, homogenous
in nature, has face to face interaction, and informal social control.
Families are mostly joint in nature.
Its economy is self sufficient in nature and based on agriculture.
Within the village, different caste groups are vertically arranged, forming a sort
of hierarchy. They are interdependent.
Residing permanently in
definite geographical area

Homogenous in
nature &
have close
interaction

Rural Society

Small in size
and
have we-feeling

Have face to face interaction,
and informal social control

Features of Rural Society
The main characteristics of the rural society are discussed below:
1. Small Size: The rural societies are smaller in area than the urban societies. As
the rural societies are small in size hence, the population is also less.
2. Social Homogeneity: Rural areas are homogenous in nature. There life is very
simple and smooth. Most of their inhabitants are connected with agriculture
and its allied occupations. Therefore, in the way of thinking, behaving,
dressing, acting and living the people are almost similar in nature.
3. Intimate Relations: In rural areas face to face relations are found. Since, the
village is small in size, every person knows each other. All the members of
village are interested in the welfare of all. Thus, the relationships in village
community are informal, personal and inclusive.
4. Social Control: Village is an organised unit of an agrarian society. The life of
people is dominated by traditional mores and informal social pressure. The
mode of social control in rural society is informal in nature. Social pressure by
the community in these areas is strong because of personal and informal
contacts. The Caste Panchayats and the Village Panchayats are used as
instruments of social pressure to look into the instances of social disobedience.
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5. Occupation: Agriculture is the primary occupation of the rural society and
forms the major basis of rural economy. Majority of the rural people are
engaged in agriculture. The inhabitants are mainly engaged in dairy farming
and cultivation. Besides the domestication of animals and agriculture there are
some other occupations as well.
6. Religion: The rural society is considered to be a religious society. One of the
significant features of the rural life is its domination by rituals. Religion and its
associated aspects such as ritual and magic, influence rural India in many ways.
Rural community is essentially caste-ridden. Religion accords legitimacy to the
caste system. In fact, caste and religion are inseparable in the rural society .
The origin of the caste system emanates from religion.

Role of
Neighbourhood

Small
Size

Social
Homogeneity
Intimate
relations

Status of
Women

Social
Control

Features
of
Rural Society

Caste
System

Occupation

Group
Feeling

Social
Mobility

Religion
Joint
Family

7. Joint Family: Another peculiar feature of the life of village is the joint family
system. In the village, the family has strict control over the individuals.
Generally, the father is the head of the household known as Karta and
representative of the family. His orders are obeyed by all the members of the
family.
8. Social Mobility: In rural areas, mobility is extremely limited as all the
occupations are based on caste. Shifting from one occupation to another is
difficult as caste is determined by birth. Thus, caste hierarchy determines the
social status of the rural people.
9. Caste System: Indian village life is mixed up with the caste system. There is no
village without the castes. Each village has several caste segments which have
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their own ties in some spheres. The inter-dependence of castes can be seen in
the exchange of specialised occupational services. The village life has been
controlled by the two forms of panchayats system such as, Village Panchayat
and Jati Panchayat.
10. Status of Women: Women in the Indian rural context are very much dependent
on their men folk. They are often engaged in
indoor activities. However, besides performing
Activity 2.1
domestic activities they also work in the fields
along with their men folk. In addition, they look
Find out the system that
after their family, children and domestic
manages and controls the
animals. Instances of desertion, divorce and
separation are comparatively less in the rural
local affairs of the rural
context.
society.
11. Role of Neighbourhood: Neighbourhood refers
to a community in miniature. In a village,
neighbourhood is of great importance. They
share the joys and sorrows together. In the times of festivals, marriage and
other religious ceremonies and in time of ill health, accidents and other crises,
neighbours support each other. Feeling of dependency on the neighbours is
always present in the village.
12. Group Feeling: In the life of the villages group feeling occupies an important
place. They respect and obey the orders of their elders. Individualism is almost
absent in the villages. People are afraid of being publically criticised and
condemned.

Family System of Rural Society
Family is the basic unit of society. It is the oldest, most prevalent and
enduring social institution which is found everywhere in the world. In Indian
villages, families prevail and endure as the basic social institution. The rural society
is marked by the patriarchal joint family system which is father-centred. The eldest
male member of the family looks after the family affairs. The joint family is one
which consists of members related through blood and spread over three or more
generations, live together under a common roof and work under a common head.
They are more homogeneous and better integrated.

As Panikkar has
pointed out

The caste system, village system of life and
the joint family system can be regarded as the basic
pillars of the Indian social system.
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Dr. Iravati Karve said, “Joint family is a group of people who generally live under one
roof, who eat food cooked at one hearth, who hold property in common, who
participate in common family worship and who are related to each other as some
particular type of kindred.” There are some major characteristics of joint families
which are discussed below:
■

The size of the joint family is big.

■

It consists of people of at least three or more generations such as
grandparents, parents and children.

■

The member tends to identify themselves with their family. Every member
has her/his own duties, and obligations towards the family.

■

Members of the joint family normally reside together under the same
household.

■

They eat the food prepared jointly in the common kitchen.

■

They hold common property and the head of the family manages the
family property.

Marriage System of Rural Society
Marriage is more than simply a legalised sexual union between a
man and woman, it is socially acknowledged and approved relationship. In
the rural society, a marriage is considered to be absolutely essential. It is not
considered a union between two individuals, but a bond between two
families, kin-groups and communities. Monogamy is the most prevalent
form of marriage of Hindus in rural society.Among the Hindus, the marriage
is prohibited in the same Gotra. For the selection of mate, the individual's
wishes are not taken into consideration. There are certain specific aspects,
which are exclusively rural with regard to the institution of marriage. The
general rules regarding mate selection may be prescriptive, proscriptive and
preferences which limit the field of eligibility. K.M. Kapadia has discussed
the rules for mate selection under three sub heads:
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Rules of Mate Selection
The Fields of the Parties
to Selection

The Parties to Selection

Marriage
partners select
their life partner
by mitual
willingness

Selection
by kinsmen
(Arranged marriage)

Selection
by the partners
and the kinsmen

Endogamous
Caste, Class, Racial,
Religious endogamy

Exogamous
Incest Taboos, Clan,
Spinda, Village
exogamy

The Criteria of Selection

Family Attributes,
Background, reputation,
size, education,
socio-economic status

Individual Attributes,
Age, physical appearance,
character,
health, education,
income, etc.

Political System of Rural Society
The organisation, administration and all kinds of progress of the rural
communities in India, is based on village panchayats. The village panchayats are the
pillars that support the Indian rural social system. A panchayat is led by the headman
who maintains peace and order in the village. It settles disputes among the villagers
and looks after other matters of common concern for the village population.

The Panchayati Raj has been established in all the states of India by the Acts
of the state legislatures to build democracy at the grass root level. It is entrusted with
rural development. It was constitutionalised through the 73rd Constitutional
Amendment Act of 1992. This act has added a new Part-IX to the Constitution of
India. Rajasthan was the first state to establish Panchayati Raj. The act provides for a
three-tier system of Panchayati Raj in every state.
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Gram Panchayat at the Village Level
Panchayat Samiti at the Block Level
Zila Parishad at the District Level
It is the duty of the every panchayat to arrange certain things within the area of its
authority in accordance with the availability of the funds. These include
maintainance of public roads, arrangement for water, medical treatment and
health, education, statistical data, progress of agriculture and cottage indusries,
control of building, sanitation and security, administration, etc.

Rural Issues
Rural people face a series of problems, which affect their survival and
quality of life. The problems of the rural people throughout the country appear to
be common. However, the intensity of these problems varies widely and a few of
them need to be given priority. The causes of these problems also vary, due to the
family size, employment status, ownership of various resources, socio-economic
background and religious beliefs. Today, there are many issues the rural people are
dealing with and these issues have some positive and negative impact on them.
Two of these rural issues, namely, indebtedness and the impact of Green
Revolution are discussed in detail below.
Indebteness
Major Issues
Impact of
Green Revolution
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Indebtedness
One of the major problems of the rural society is indebtedness. The reasons for
the chronic indebtedness are poverty and deficit economy. This problem is not related
to just one individual but is passed on from one generation to the next generation.
Taking debt for the purpose of agricultural production is indeed necessary as it
contributes to production. However, the rural people incur debts for non-productive
purposes such as, to meet the family needs, to perform social functions (related to
marriage, birth, and death), litigation, etc. Since, money borrowed does not contribute
to production but rather to consumption, it drags the rural people into indebtedness.
Thus, it becomes impossible to repay these loans and the rural population becomes an
easy victim of exploitation by the greedy moneylenders and middle-men who take
advantage of the situation and earn money at a very high rate of interest. As a result,
the moneylenders snatch whatever little property these people have, such as, house or
land, etc. This system is prevalent in most parts of our country.

What is Rural Indebtedness
■

■

Indebtedness means an obligation to pay money to another party. In rural
India when the poor farmers and wage labourers are unable to repay a loan
which keeps on accumulating, it gives rise to the problem of rural
indebtedness.
Rural indebtedness is an indicator of the weak financial infrastructure of our
country, which includes inability of our economic system to reach the needy
farmers, landless people and the agricultural wage labourers in the villages.

Causes of Indebtedness

Poverty
Excessive
burden of land
revenue and rent

High rate of
interst

Ancestral
Debt

Causes of
Indebtedness

Malpractice of
the money
lenders

Litigation

Backwardness of
Agriculture
Extravagent
Expenditure
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1. Poverty: The crucial cause of the rural indebtedness in India is the extreme
poverty of the farmers. Sometime due to the failure of monsoon and floods
their crops are destroyed and when they have to purchase seeds, implements,
cattle etc., but have no past savings, then they are forced to borrow money.
2. Ancestral Debt: The most important cause of the existing rural indebtedness
is the ancestral debt. Many agriculturalists start their career with a heavy
burden of ancestral debt and drag the loan for the whole of their lives, taking it
to be a religious and social obligation. Such increasing debt is passed on from
one generation to another generation making its repayment increasingly
difficult, whenever it is passed on. Thus, it has rightly been stated that the
Indian farmer “is born in debt, lives in debt and dies in debt.”
3. Litigation: Litigation is another major cause of rural indebtedness.
Agriculturists are generally involved in various kinds of disputes such as intrafamily disputes, inter-family disputes, theft of crops and division of ancestral
lands, property, etc. that often forces them to go to the court of law. Prolonged
litigations involve heavy expenditures and to meet their expenses farmers
take loans which further aggravates the burden of rural indebtedness.
4. Backwardness of Agriculture: Indian agriculture is an uncertain business. It
virtually depends on unreliable rains for the supply of water. If there are no
rains, the entire crop is lost and the credit invested in the agriculture goes
waste. As a result, the loan taken for productive purposes also becomes a
burden, leading to indebtedness for the farmers.
5. Extravagant Expenditure: Being bound to custom and tradition, the rural
people consider the expenses on the occasion for marriage, birth, death and
on some religious obligations as unavoidable. Being poor, they have no
reserve to fall back upon and have to borrow money.
6. Malpractices of the Money Lenders: The private money lenders are known to
have adopted various malpractices:
■ They charge exorbitant rates of interest varying from 40 to 60 percent per
annum.
■ They have also been found to keep false accounts.
■ They are more interested in forcing the borrowers to part with their land by
encouraging the farmers to borrow from them and get their lands
mortgaged to them.
7. High Rates of Interest: The high rates of interest
on their loans force the cultivators to borrow
more and more. The rates vary from state to
Activity 2.2
state but due to the poor economic conditions
Make
a list of reasons
of the peasants, the interest accumulates every
year. Quite often, it is extremely difficult to why the rural people
clear up even the interest charges alone. It is become indebted.
the high rate of interest and the malpractices
followed by the money lenders that tend to
perpetuate the indebtedness.
8. Excess Burden of Land Revenue and Rent: Land revenue levied by the
government in some states is becoming an expensive burden upon small
farmers. Paying rent and land revenue even during the floods and drought this
makes the farmers run into debts.
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Consequences of Indebtedness
There are numerous economic and non-economic consequences that are
caused by rural indebtedness. They are discussed below:
Consequences

Economic

Social

Political

Economic Consequences: Due to the ever-rising debt, the farmer loses interest

1.

in agricultural production, which results in low agricultural production and income. The
farmer is forced to sell all the produce to the moneylender and is deprived of selling the
produce in the open market and obtaining the prices of the market. Such a situation
adversely affects the inducement for work of the farmer.
o

The trade between the moneylender and the farmer is always beneficial to the
moneylender. The farmer is charged heavily for what one purchases and
receives little for what one sells to the moneylender. Thus, such trade leads to
loss of a substantial part of one’s income.

o

In the process of obtaining loans, payment of interest and repayment of
principal to the moneylender, the farmer often loses the land, due to the
inability to repay the loan. Therefore, the farmer (the owner of the land),
becomes landless.

Social Consequences: The relations between the moneylenders and the
farmers become venomous and poison the village social life. Therefore, the social
groups in the village get divided into two classes – the exploiting class and the exploited
class.
2.

o

Due to the loss of land, the farmer feels deprived and pushed down in the social
hierarchy. Land ownership gets concentrated in few hands, which builds up
tensions between the moneylenders and farmers.

o

As the farmers lose their lands, they have to render services to the new owners
of the land. Their self-respect is lost as they become slaves. Although, there are
many laws to protect them but due to the illiteracy and lack of resources they
are unable to approach the courts.

Political Consequences: The indebted farmers are treated by the
moneylenders as commodities. The moneylenders use them as their private property.
Since, their economic position is not sound, they do not have a political status of their
own.

3.
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o

Their political participation is completely dominated by the
moneylenders who use them for their own political advantages.

o

In order to free themselves from the clutches of the
moneylenders, the farmers indulge in illegal means to repay loans.
The moneylenders attempt to drag and squeeze the farmers to
indulge in all kinds of illegal practices and poison the political
atmosphere of the villages.

Thus, the rural indebtedness adversely affects all the aspects of
rural life. It hampers the agricultural production and rural economic
life of the petty rural farmers.

The Green Revolution
Green revolution in India was a period during which agriculture in
India increased its yields due to improved agronomic technology. It chiefly
refers to the breakthrough accompanied by sudden increase in the yield
per acre as a result of introducing High Yielding Varieties (HYV) of seeds
and seedlings, increasing application of the recommended chemical
fertiliser in the areas with assured water supply, adoption of mechanised
farming and use of pesticides. Prof. M. S. Swaminathan is considered as the
father of Green Revolution in India.
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In the mid 1960s the government introduced Intensive Agricultural District Programme
(IADP). The traditional practices were gradually replaced. The new technology was tried
in 1960-61 as a ‘Pilot project’ in seven districts. Later on, high yielding varieties
programme was also added to the IADP and extended to the entire country. The HYV
was put into practice in India in the year 1966. After 1966, there was a substantial
increase in food grains production especially, wheat production as a result of new
agricultural strategy. However HYV Programme was restricted to only five crops,
namely, wheat, rice, jawar, bajra and maize. HYVP of non-food grains were excluded
from the new strategy.

Green Revolution in Punjab
The state of Punjab in India has been one of the world’s most remarkable
examples of agricultural growth. Growth in Punjab has been clearly associated
with the well known “Green Revolution”, which saw the development and
adoption of new, High-Yielding Variety of seeds (HYVs) of wheat, rice, and other
food crops. The agricultural growth in Punjab is exemplified by the increase in
Punjab wheat production, as well as, rice production. The economic growth in
Punjab occurred as a result of an increase in inputs used in the production
process and adoption of technological innovations such as high yielding varieties
of seeds, chemical fertilisers, pesticides, tube wells, diesel pump sets and
tractors.
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The Components of Green Revolution:
High-yielding
varieties of
seeds

Agricultural
Universities

Use of
fertilisers

Farm
Mechanisation

Rural Roads
and Marketing

Irrigation

Components
of
Green
Revolution

Command Area
Development

Rural Electrification

Supply of
Agricultural Credit

Use of
insecticides
and pesticides

Land
Reforms

Consolidation
of Holdings

1. The use of high-yielding varieties of seeds contributed to augmented
production.
2. The use of chemicals, fertilisers, pesticides also played a key role in boosting
agricultural production.
3. The use of modern agricultural machines like tractors, harvesters, threshers,
pump sets, sprayers, etc. led to greatly enhanced agricultural output.
4. The adoption of better methods of cultivation like Japanese methods also
improved the productivity.
5. More and more irrigational facilities were made accessible to the farmers and
these added to the agricultural output.
6. The adoption of double and multiple cropping also helped the cause of
increased agricultural production.
7. More and more credit facilities made accessible to the farmers by several
institutions like cooperative credit societies, land development banks, regional
rural banks or Grameena Banks, Commercial Banks, State Bank of India, etc.
helped the farmers to grow more.
8. The government's incentive price policy induced the farmers to produce more.
9. The soil conservation schemes helped the conservation of soil fertility and
thereby, contributed to increased output.
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10. The expansion of marketing facilities for agricultural products by the
co-operative marketing societies, regulated markets, etc. contributed to
increased productivity.
11. The implementation of land reforms including the adoption of intermediaries,
security of the tenure, conferring of ownership rights on the tenants,
consolidation of holding, regulation of rent, etc. contributed in no small
measure to augment the productivity.
12. The Community Development Projects, National Extension Services and
various Rural Development Programmes also helped in causing the revolution.

Impact of Green Revolution
Positive Impact

Negative Impact

Increase in Agricultural Production

Indian agriculture is still a gamble in
the monsoons

Boost to the production of cereals

Growth of capitalistic farming

Increase in the production of
commercial crops

Sidetracking the need for institutional
reforms

Significant changes in crop pattern

Widening disparities in income

Boost to employment

New strategy and socio-economic
relations in rural areas
Problems of labour displacement

■

Positive Impact
Boosted the production of cereals: The major achievement of new strategy
was to boost the production of major cereals, viz., wheat and rice. The ratio of
wheat to rice steadily increased from one-third in 1960-61 to 84 percent in
1999-2000. This means that, even though rice continued to be the most
important cereal in the country, wheat was catching up fast. Green Revolution
did not cover coarse cereals like maize, jawar, barley, ragi and minor-millets.
■· Increase in the production of commercial crops: The Green Revolution was
mainly directed to increase the production of food grains. It did not affect
initially the production of commercial crops or cash crops such as sugarcane,
cotton, jute, oilseeds and potatoes; these crops did not record any significant
improvement initially. However, significant improvement in the output of
sugarcane took place after 1973-74. Likewise there was considerable
improvement in the production of other cash crops such as oilseeds and
potatoes etc.
■
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■

■

Significant changes in crop pattern: As a result of the Green Revolution, the
crop pattern in India underwent two significant changes. Firstly, the output of
cereals rose at the rate of 3 to 4 percent per annum but the output of pulses
remained stagnant or even declined. Secondly, among cereals the proportion
of rice in total cereals output came down from 48 percent to 45 percent
between 1950-51 and 2008-2009.
Boost to employment: The adoption of new technology also gave a boost to
agricultural employment because of diverse job opportunities created by
multiple cropping and a shift towards hired workers. At the same time, there
has been displacement of agricultural labour by the extensive use of
agricultural machinery.

Negative Impact
The new agricultural technology made the farmers market-oriented. The
farmers became largely dependent on the market for the supply of inputs and for the
demand for their outputs. Therefore, there were some negative impacts of the Green
Revolution as well, which have been discussed below:
■ Growth of Capitalistic Farming in India: The new agricultural strategy
consisted of heavy investment in seeds, fertilisers, pesticides and water. These
heavy investments were beyond the capacity of small and medium farmers.
Therefore, it helped the growth of capitalistic farming in India and led to
concentration of wealth in the hands of the top 6 percent of the rural
population. The poor and marginal peasants did not directly benefit from
Green Revolution.
■ Sidetracking the need for institutional reforms in Indian agriculture: The new
agricultural strategy did not recognise the need for institutional reforms in
agriculture. The bulk of the peasant population did not enjoy ownership rights
and slowly large scale evictions took place. As a result, the tenants were forced
to accept the position of sharecroppers.
■ Widening disparities in income: Technological changes in agriculture had
adverse effects on the distribution of income in rural areas. Technological
changes have contributed to widening the disparities in income between
different regions, between small and large farms and between landowners on
the one hand, and landless labourers and tenants on the other.
■ Problem of labour displacement: Green Revolution unaccompanied by a
massive programme of ‘rural industrialisation’ caused nothing but frustration
among the large mass of Indian peasantry. Unemployment or
underemployment of agricultural labour landed us in a situation which
became explosive both politically and economically and led to the rise of
Naxalite movement in many parts of the country.

39

Criticism of the Green Revolution
■

It has been limited in its coverage of crops, land and regions. It has been
largely confined to wheat and rice. In India, a majority part of cultivable
land is without proper irrigation facilities and in the dry lands this
technique has failed to make any breakthrough. The Green Revolution has
been practically limited to Punjab, Haryana and Western Uttar Pradesh.

■

The crop coverage of the new technology led to the increase in production
of wheat and to some extent in rice. But other crops remained practically
outside the ambit of new technology. Initially, in the first few years the
commercial crops were not covered by the new technology. Most of the
HYV seeds were developed for and used during rabi seasons leading to
seasonal instability in production. It has become amply evident that there
are indications that inappropriate use of fertilisers has led to substantial
erosion of natural productivity of the soils. Therefore, some people are of
the opinion that the Green Revolution did not fulfil its objectives fully and
has outlived its utility.

Changes in Rural Society
The villages in India are passing
through a transitional period. The old
relational bonds and ties have fallen into
disfavour and they cannot be reinstated in the
original form. The community consciousness
in village life is steadily decreasing. The control
of the caste Panchayats is almost nonexistent. The convention of hospitality is no
longer observed. Sex relations are marked by a
lack of responsibility. The joint family is fast
disintegrating. The number of thefts,
abortions, murders, assaults, litigation etc., is
steadily increasing. The old customs are being
violated. The bonds of caste and society are
disregarded. Similarly, family ties are also
being discarded. Individualism, materialism
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and rationalism are increasing. Hence, the only element which now characterises
village life is agriculture which is the major occupation of villages. Even now the villages
can be given an equally simple if not simpler, plainer and higher life by improving the
conditions in these villages, through the establishment of panchayats, spread of
educational and economic reforms in agriculture. As a result of these endeavours the
village will once again become as well organised and integrated as before.

Alongside the study of the foregoing factors which bring about change in the rural
community it is also necessary to know factors by means of which social organisations
or political parties can create change in the rural community. The following are some of
the important ones:
1. Change in the Caste System: During the British rule the caste system suffered a
severe setback in the villages. Due to the British economic policy and new laws
different castes abandoned their occupations and adopted other professions.
Many Brahmins and Kshatriyas started farming. The members of the
untouchable caste became agricultural labourers. The status of an individual in
the village was now determined not only by his/her caste but also by their
personalities, financial conditions and economic activities. The control of the
caste panchayats weakened. But even then the power of the caste panchayat,
exercised in the form of control over the individual’s behaviour, food habits,
ways of living etc., has not completely died away. In fact, casteism is increasing
due to vested interests.
2. Jajmani System: The Jajmani system, a feature of village society in India has
now weakened due to governmental efforts to raise the status of the lower
castes and due to the impact of modernisation and globalisation. The
occupations adopted by the village people are not hereditary nor is the
payment of services rendered by the lower caste in kind. It is now mostly done
on the basis of cash payment.
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Activity 2.3
3. Family: The joint family system is no
longer the peculiar characteristic of Talk to some elderly person in
village society. Although, the joint your family or neighbourhood
families are still viewed with respect,
and collect information about
they are no longer the unit of rural changes in rural society. Discuss
community, having been replaced by your findings in the class.
nuclear families. With the increase of
individualism the families are becoming
smaller and the control exercised by the
family over the individual members is also decreasing.
4. Culture: The clothes worn by the population in the villages are undergoing
change. Both among the women and men, western dress is replacing the
native wear. Previously, people used hand spun cloth but now-a-days millmade cloth is used more extensively. The women folk in the villages are now
consuming more clothes made of artificial silk, artificial jewllery and cheap
cosmetics. Besides it the rural diet is consisting not only staple food but
now it includes vegetables, bread, tea and junk food .

Family
Caste
System

Jajmani
System

Culture

Changes
in Rural
Society

Education

Economic
System

Health
Political
System

5. Health: With the progress of sanitation and an increase in the number of
doctors in the village, health conditions have improved in villages. They now
use soap for bath and washing clothes. The drainage system is also better. The
Primary Health Centres have made the village people health conscious. The
threat of epidemics has lessened due to the vaccination and preventive
measures. The Family Planning Programme has been understood by the
villagers who now adopt the measures to limit the family size.
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6. Education: Literacy is increasing among the inhabitants of the villages. Basic
education and social education are increasing as many of the states are making
efforts to provide educational institutions in the villages. Many of the young
men and girls from the villages are going to the towns to receive education. In
the bigger villages, high schools and even intermediate colleges can be seen. In
the rural areas, many institutes, agricultural colleges and degree colleges have
been established.
7. Economic System: The standard of living is rising in the villages creating a
demand for new things, for which shops are being opened in the villages. The
educated young men from the villages prefer white collar jobs. The use of new
tools is increasing in agriculture. The production has increased as a result of
the new tools, new seeds and modern methods of farming. The condition of
financial capital has improved with the opening of co-operative credit
societies, grain banks and co-operative banks, and the indebtedness has
decreased. The cottage industries have been encouraged by government aid.
The per capita incomes have increased but so have the prices of the
commodities. The condition of the farmers and people engaged in minor
occupations has improved with the removal of intermediaries.
8. Political System: With the establishment of panchayats in the villages, political
consciousness has increased. The villagers have started criticising the actions
of the government through the right to vote. In villages newspapers are
available which, along with the radio and television, help to increase the
political knowledge of the villagers. But the political parties have also created
disunity and factionalism within the villages. The villagers are not much in awe
of the government officials as they used to be. Even though there are
panchayats, litigation has increased in the villages. The community feeling has
declined though national consciousness has been aroused. Selfishness and
individualism have increased.

Conclusion
In this chapter we concentrated on the rural society. We have discussed the
institutions of family, marriage, political system, as well as, problems of rural
community such as indebtedness and the adverse impact of the Green Revolution. In
the section on indebtedness, we discussed its causes and consequences. Similarly,
discussion on Green Revolution focused on its causes and the impacts. Further, the
above noted changes clearly indicate that the Indian village community of today is not
the same as it was in old times. A new pattern of life and social relationships has
emerged in Rural Society.
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Glossary
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

Endogamy: Endogamy is the rule of marriage that prescribes that the mate
selection should be from within the group. Marriage with out-group members
is prohibited.
Exogamy: Marriage outside one’s own group is called exogamy. Exogamy is a
rule of marriage, which prohibits marriage within one’s group.
Green Revolution: It refers to a set of research, development, and technology
transfer programmes undertaken between the 1930s and the late 1960s that
increased agricultural production worldwide, particularly in the developing
world, beginning most markedly in the late 1960s.
HYVs: High-Yielding Verity Seeds (HYVs) of wheat, rice, and other food crops.
The HYVPs revolutionised the agricultural production in the programme called
the Green Revolution.
Indebtedness: Taking or incurring debt for the purpose of agricultural
production is indeed necessary as it contributes to production. However, the
rural people incur debts for non-productive purposes such as, to meet the
family needs, perform social functions (related to marriage, birth, and death),
litigation, etc. Since money taken does not contribute to production but
instead to consumption, it drags the rural people into indebtedness.
Joint Family: A joint family consists of a minimum of three generations –
grandparents, parents and children living together under the same roof,
sharing common kitchen and purse or economic expenses.
Rural Society: A rural society is a separate entity with essential characteristics,
such as the size of community is smaller, density of population is low,
agriculture is the main occupation, homogeneity of population, stratification
based on caste, joint family system, etc.

I. Objective type questions
Multiple choice questions
1. Rural society can be divided into two classes;
(a) Master and Slaves
(b) The exploiting class and the exploited class
(c) Upper class and Lower class (d) Capitalistics and workers
2. The introduction of new techniques leading to greater crop yield is called;
(a) White Revolution
(b) Blue Revolution
(c) Yellow Revolution
(d) Green Revolution
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3. The mate selection within the group is called ;
(a) Exogamy
(b) Endogamy
(c) Group Marriage
(d) Monogamy
4. Jajmani system is based upon the relationship of ;
(a) Jajmanis
(b) Kammens
(c) Jajman and Kammen
(d) None of the above
5. The reason for indebtedness in rural society is ;
(a) Development
(b) Poverty and deficit economy
(c) Self-sufficiency
(d) Subsistence economy
6. The new agricultural technology has made the farmers;
(a) Market-Oriented
(b) Labour class
(c) Self-sufficient
(d) None of the above
B. Fill in the blanks
1. The head of village was known as __________.
2. Rural society is __________ in size.
3. __________ System was based on the exploitation of the Kammen.
4. Social control in rural community is __________ in nature.
5. __________and __________are used to look into the instances of social
disobedience in rural society
C. True/False
1. The village is the unit of social and political organization of India.
2. Rural indebtedness is an indicator of the weak financial infrastructure.
3. In agriculture resources like fertilisers, pesticides, agricultural
machinery etc., are used.
4. With the establishment of panchayats in the villages, political
consciousness has increased.
5. The adoption of new technology has also given a boost to agricultural
employment.

D. Match the Columns
Column A

Column B

Face to face relations
Head of the household
Marriage without group number
Litigation
Wheat, rice, & other crops

Indebtedness
High yielding variety of seeds
Intimate relations
Karta
Endogamous
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II. Very short answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Who quoted “Real India lives in its villages?”
Which revolution helped the growth of capitalistic farming in India?
The HYVPs revolutionised agricultural production is called?
Marriage outside one’s own group is called?
During ancient times the head of village was known as ?
Which kind of family system exists in rural society- Joint or Nuclear family?
Jajmani system is based on the relationship between whom?
What is the full form of HYVS.
Is poverty one of the major reasons for Indebtedness?

III. Short answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is Joint family?
What is Indebtedness?
Write down two causes of rural Indebtedness.
What do you mean by Litigation?
What is Green Revolution?
Write down two changes in rural society.

IV. Long answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Discuss rural society.
Write three features of rural society.
Write the three causes responsible for the Indebtedness.
Write a short note on Green Revolution in Punjab.
Write two positive as well as two negative impacts of Green Revolution.

V. Very long answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What do you mean by rural society? Discuss its characteristics in detail.
What is Indebtedness? What are the causes responsible for Indebtedness?
Define Green Revolution. Write down its components in detail.
What is Green Revolution? Discuss in detail about its impact.
Define rural society? Discuss various changes taking place in rural society.
Write an essay on rural society.

Make a Project Report on seeds and technological
innovations adopted by the farmers of Punjab.
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Urban Society

Chapter

Highlights
3.1

Meaning

3.2
3.3

Features
Issues
3.3.1 Housing
3.3.2 Slums

Introduction
Urban society is a society typical of modern industrial civilisation, which is
heterogeneous in cultural tradition, emphasises secular values, and is individualised
rather than integrated. It is usually contrasted with folk society. Urban society was
created due to fast industrial development. Everything in urban society is dynamic in
nature. The rate of social change is faster due to education, technology, industry and
urbanisation. A complex social life is found in which the people of different races,
professions, castes and religions live together. In the urban setting social interaction is
formal and anonymity is another important trait.
The term urban is used demographically and socially. In the former sense, it lays
emphasis on the size of the population, density of the population and nature of the
occupations of dwellers, while in the latter sense it focuses on heterogeneity,
impersonality, interdependence and quality of life.

Urban areas have been recognised as “engines of
inclusive economic growth”. Of the 121 crore
Indians, 83.3 crore live in rural areas while 37.7
crore, approximately 32% of the total population,
stay in urban areas.

A minimum population of 5000 persons
At least 75% of working population engaged in
non-agricultural pursuits
A density of population of at least 400 persons
per square kilometre.

The Census of India, 2011
defines urban settlement as: All the
places, which have municipality,
corporation, cantonment board or
notified town area committee. All
the other points which satisfy the
criteria are mentioned alongside:
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Ranking of the cities

Mumbai

Delhi

Rank 1

Rank 2

Chennai
Rank 3

Urban Sociology
Urban Sociology is the study of the life of human interaction in
metropolitan areas. It attempts to study the structures, processes, changes
and problems of urban areas and subsequently tries to provide the input for
planning and policymaking. In other words, it is the sociological study of cities,
their role in the development of society, etc. Urban sociologists use statistical
analysis, observation, ethnography, social theory, interviews, and other
methods to study migration, economic and demographic trends, as well as,
various social problems such as poverty, slums, race relations, drug addiction,
prostitution, crime, sexuality, and many other phenomena that appear in
vibrant cities.
After the industrial revolution Sociologists like Max Weber and Georg
Simmel began to focus on the accelerating process of urbanisation and the
effects it had on feelings of social alienation and anonymity. Notably, Georg
Simmel is widely considered to be the father of Urban Sociology for his
contributions to the field in works such as The Metropolis and Mental Life,
published in 1903.
The area of Urban Studies was further popularised by different
sociologists and researchers who worked at the University of Chicago in the
early twentieth century. This group constituted the Chicago School of
Sociology. The works of Robert Park, Louis Wirth and Ernest Burgess
institutionalised the urban research in Sociology. They developed Human
Geography by using the quantitative and the ethnographic research methods.
The Chicago School combined sociological and anthropological theories to
understand the interrelation of urban structures and micro-interactions in
cities. The Chicago School sought to provide subjective meaning to how
humans interact under structural, cultural and social conditions.
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Urbanisation
Movement of the people

Rural to

Urban

Urbanisation plays a vital role in the development of the urban
communities. It is the movement of the people from rural area to urban areas,
and the result is the growth of cities. It is a two way process because it involves
not only movements from village to cities and change from agricultural
occupation to business, trade, service and profession but it also involves change
in the migrants’ attitudes, beliefs, values and behaviour patterns. The
urbanisation process is rapid all over the world. Facilities like modern education
system, technological changes, healthcare system, employment avenues, civic
facilities and social welfare are reasons attracting people to the urban areas. As
per the Census of India, criteria for urbanisation are:
· Population is more than 5000.
· The density is over 400 persons per sq. km.
· 75% of the population engages in non-agricultural occupations.
· Cities are urban areas with population more than one lakh. Metropolises
are cities with population of more than one million.

Urbanism
Urban way of living
Urbanism is an important element of the urban society which separates
the identity or personality of the people from rural society and tribal society. It
represents a way of living. It also denotes the diffusion of urban culture and the
evolution of urban society. It reflects an organisation of society in terms of
complex division of labour, high level of technology, high mobility,
interdependence of its members in fulfilling economic functions and
impersonality in social relations. Louis Wirth has mentioned four characteristic of
urbanism: Transiency, Superficiality, Anonymity and Individualism.
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·

·

Transiency: An urban inhabitant’s relation with others last only for a
short time and one tends to forget one’s old acquaintances and develop
relations with new people. Since one is not much attached to one’s
neighbours or other members of the social groups, one does not mind
leaving them.
Superficiality: A person has limited number of persons with whom one
interacts and one’s relations with them are impersonal and formal.
People meet each other in highly segmental roles. They are dependent
on more people for the satisfaction of their life’s needs. Their
relationships are only on the surface and do not go very deep.

Urbanism

· Transiency
· Superficiality
· Anonymity
· Individualism
·

·

Anonymity: Urbanities do not know each other intimately. Personal
mutual acquaintance between the inhabitants which ordinarily is found
in a neighbourhood is lacking. Life is marked by impersonality.
Individualism: It implies a doctrine that the interests of the individual
take precedence over the interests of the social group. In other words,
people give more importance to their own vested interests.
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Thus, urban community is:
· Heterogeneous, dominated by secondary relations, artificial, more mobile and
non-agricultural based.
· Big in size and the peoples are progressive.
· A ‘way of life’ that is distinct from rural or small town lifestyles.
· A centre known for its political, economic or cultural power, i.e., government
centre.
· The hub of change where innovation and creativity abound, i.e., employment.
· A population centre that spawns and fosters alternate value system i.e.,
diversity over uniformity; freedom over security and anonymity over
familiarity.

Features of Urban Society
The main characteristics of the urban society are discussed below:
1. Large size of Population: Urban society is much bigger in size than rural society.
Urban societies are identified as large, dense and heterogeneous as people from
various parts of a nation come and settle down there in search of a better life.
2. Non-agricultural Occupation: Employment in the industry and the service
sector of the economy is the major occupation in these areas. In addition, the
occupations are diverse. There are many occupations through which the people can
earn their living.
3. Social heterogeneity: In urban areas there is an intermixture of people from
diverse backgrounds and people from different castes, classes, races, religions and
cultural backgrounds live in close proximity. Their social interaction produces new
cultural varieties. Hence, urban area constitutes its own culture drawing inspiration
from different cultures having diverse life styles.
Large Size of
population
Homelessness

Non-agricultural
occupations

Anonymity

Features
of Urban Society

Secondary means
of Social Control

Individualism

Division of
labour and
Specialisation

Social
Heterogeity

Mechanical
Attitude
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Social
mobility

4. Secondary means of Social Control: Control of social behaviour is more
difficult in the urban society. Formal means of social control such as police, law and
courts are more powerful and are essential in regulating the behaviour of the people
rather than the informal agencies of social control, such as, family, community and
neighbourhood.
5. Social Mobility: The urban society is more open and the chances for social
mobility are higher. The achieved status of an individual is more prevalent than the
ascribed, determined by one’s own work and economic status.
6. Mechanical Attitude: The inhabitants of urban society interact with each
other in a very mechanical or formal way which lacks genuine friendliness as they
show superficial politeness. They deal with strangers as animated machines rather
than as human beings. Besides, social heterogeneity augments the feeling of
segregation and loneliness and there do not exist any real neighbourhood
relationships.
7. Division of Labour and Specialisation: In urban societies specialisation is
visible in every walk of life. Hence, we find different people engaging themselves in
different kinds of activities commercial, educational, political, recreational, artistic,
literary, scientific, and so on. There are skilled, unskilled and semi skilled workers,
artisans, technicians, employees, financiers, businessmen, administrators,
politicians, artists and others in society specialising in some particular kind of activity
or the other.
8. Individualism: People are individualistic in their attitudes. The city dweller
gives great importance to one’s own welfare and happiness instead of thinking or
acting for the good of others. Also an individual takes independent decisions on
matters such as education, marriage, occupation, enterprise, adventure, and so on
and is guided by one’s own whims and fancies.

Activity 3.1
Anonymity: The city is marked by Make a list of reasons why
namelessness. Due to its large size and dense population the rural people are
people may interact with each other even without migrating to urban areas.
Discuss it in your class.
knowing each other. The people are unaware of the
9.

existence of many institutional organisations and of people around them. They do
not feel a sense of belonging to any group. Social contacts are impersonal and
segmented.
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10. Homelessness: Housing problem is a common feature in a big city. The poor
people stay on pavements and in slums. The middle class people have insufficient
accommodation.

Family System of Urban Society
The family is regarded as a basic social institution. Nuclear families are more
popular in urban areas. Also, in the urban setting greater importance is attached to
the individual than to the family.
The urban family is undergoing transition. It is changing into companionship.
The size of urban joint family is shrinking and kinship relationships are just getting
confined to two or three generations. Several studies on urban families have been
conducted in India by I. P. Desai, K. M. Kapadia and A. D. Ross which have concluded
that:
·

Joint family has been replaced by nuclear family.

·

It is less authoritarian and less co-operative.

·

It is called a family of minimal functions.

·

There is very less time available to develop close ties between parents and
children.

Economic System of Urban Society
·

Urban economy is prominently based on non-agricultural occupations.

·

Diversity of occupations is one of its important attributes.

·

It is marked by occupational mobility.

·

Almost all the occupations require specialised training and skills.

·

There is high degree of inter-dependence among various occupational
groups.

·

It is characterised by achieved status.

Economic Classes in Urban Society
Classes

Urban working
class

Middle
class
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Urban Working Class:
·
·
·

They have migrated to the cities from the rural areas. These migrants still
maintain their kinship ties back home.
A significant section of the urban working class is literate.
They are diversified on the basis of class, religion, language, etc.

IT Professional

Trader

Clerical Staff

Middle Class
B. B. Mishra states that the Indian middle class consists of the following groups:
· Merchants, agents and active proprietors of modern trading firms
· Salaried executives such as managers, inspectors, supervisors, technical staff, etc.
· Professionals such as lawyers, doctors, professors, journalists, artists, priests, etc.
· Clerks, assistants and other non-manual workers

Urban Issues
It is extremely difficult to accommodate the increasing inflow of migrants in
the contemporary society. A large number of these migrants are the rural poor, seeking
employment in the formal or informal sectors. Many urban problems arise from the
heavy inflow of population. Urban poverty and problem of housing and slums have
drawn the attention of sociologists, anthropologists, economists, political scientists,
geographers and urban planners. They observed that these problems are the result of
intolerable living conditions in urban areas.

Housing
Issues
Slums
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Housing
Housing means a building where people live. it means the physical structure
that provides protection to human being Housing standards depend upon certain
factors such as income, size, living standards and education of the family. India is still
faced with the problem of basic housing needs of thousands of its citizens. Shelter is
the basic human requirement. Yet even after more than six decades of independence,
the country is still grappling with the ever-growing shelter problem, especially of the
poor. The problem has further been compounded by the rapid increase in urban
population. Constant migration of rural population to cities in search of jobs is causing
unbearable strain on urban housing and basic services. There is a severe housing
shortage in the urban areas as the demand-supply gap is increasing day-by-day.

Population Explosion in Urban India
Growth of population in cities is so fast that it has become impossible to provide
adequate residential accommodation to all. Hence, housing problem or what is known
as ‘houselessness’ has become one of the serious problems of the urban setting. The
pressure on space in cities is so tremendous that large numbers of people are forced to
live on roads, bus stands, railway stations, and in poorly equipped houses. It is said that
around half of the city population in India is either ill-housed or has to pay more than
twenty percent of their income on rent. Mega cities like Mumbai, Calcutta, Delhi and
Chennai are suffering from acute housing problem.
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Shortage of
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Causes of
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Entitlement to
Land

Personal situation
of an individual

Congestion
Many households in urban areas have to cope with increasingly crowded
conditions, although this is certainly not true for everyone. The housing conditions
improve when people build high buildings, those which are more than five storeys tall,
to increase the number of houses. Many urban centres have very high population
densities. The house owners therefore rent out numerous rooms to migrants. Poor
migrants live under the most crowded conditions. They depend on the rented
accommodation, which they often share with many others to save money.
Some poor households of the original population also live in very crowded
dwellings because firstly, many families expand and split up into multiple households as
the land available for construction becomes unaffordable and they are forced to fit
more people into the same space or house or to split up the existing plots and dwellings
to accommodate a new household and secondly, in the absence of sufficient income
from other sources, some households are inclined to rent out a portion of their living
space to tenants.
The Government of India adopted a formal programme to provide shelter for
the low income sectors of population such as subsidised housing scheme. Low income
group housing scheme was started during Sixth Five Year Plan for low income sectors.
Following interventions were taken under the National Housing Policy:
1. Providing savings and investment in housing
2. Creating an environmental conducive to investment in housing for rental
purpose
3. Making available standardised building materials and components on
reasonable prices
4. Improving and upgrading construction skills.
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Slums
Slum constitutes another most important and persistent problem of urban
society. Slums are colonies that are formed by the migrant labourers, who are
economically weak to have houses to live in. The slum dwellers do not practice hygienic
living conditions because of shortage of resources, which affect the overall
development of the nation. There are number of terms by which slums are known.

In India, they are known as ‘Katras, Gallis, Juggi-Jhopadpatti,
Chawls, Bustees, Zopadpatti’ etc.

Slums are a part of urban life. The population distribution is uneven in the
various metro cities with cities like Delhi and Mumbai being more densely populated
than the rest of the cities in India. The rapid increase in India’s city population has
resulted in the growth of slums and squatter settlements resulting in serious social,
economic, and environmental problems. It is an overcrowded and squalid district of a
city or a town usually inhabited by very poor people. Slums are usually characterised by
high rates of poverty and unemployment.

Housing structure of Slums

Water Problem in Slums

They are the hub of many social problems such as drugs, alcoholism and crime etc. They
are also the breeding centre for disease due to unsanitary conditions.
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Definitions
Slums are areas where houses are unfit for human habitation in any respect and are
by reason of dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangement, narrowness or faulty
arrangement of streets, lack of ventilation, light, sanitation facilities or any
combination of these factors detrimental to safety, health and morals.
-Section 3 of the Slum Areas (Improvement and Clearance) Act, 1956
A slum is a building, group of buildings or area characterised by overcrowding,
deterioration, unsanitary conditions or absence of facilities or amenities which
because of these conditions or any of them endanger the health, safety or morals
of its inhabitants or the community.
-United Nation Urban Land Policies

Characteristics of a Slum

Activity 3.2

The basic characteristics of slums are as follows:
Collect some information
Dilapidated and infirm housing structure
about why slums are growing
Poor ventilation
and where these areas are
Acute overcrowding
found in majority.
Faulty alignment of streets
Inadequate lighting
Paucity of safe drinking water
Water logging during rains
Absence of a properly maintained sanitation system
Absence of toilet facilities
Non-availability of basic physical and social services
High rate of disease and mortality
Law and order problems
Deviant behaviour such as crime, juvenile delinquency, prostitution, drug
addiction, suicide, alcoholism and family maladjustment

Causes of the Growth of Slums
1. Rural-Urban Migration: A slum develops as a result of the squatting of poor
migrants. Many people move to urban areas primarily because cities promise
more jobs, better school for children and diverse income opportunities than
subsistence farming in rural areas. However, some rural migrants may not find
jobs immediately because of their lack of skills and the increasingly competitive
job markets, which lead to financial problems for them due to which the cannot
afford housing in cities and eventually settle down in only affordable slums.
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Rural-Urban
migration

Urbanisation

Poverty
Causes of
Slum Growth

Economic
cause

Poor housing
planning

2. Urbanisation: Rapid urbanisation drives economic growth and causes
people to seek work and investment opportunities in the urban areas. Local
governments managing urbanisation encourage migrant workers to shift to
the cities without arranging for them an affordable place to live in, which
forces them to dwell in slums. The UN-Habitat reports that 43 per cent of
urban population in developing countries and 78 per cent of those in the
least developed countries are slum dwellers.
3. Poor Housing Planning: Lack of affordable low cost housing and poor
planning encourages the growth of slums. Insufficient financial resources
and lack of coordination in government bureaucracy are the two main
causes of poor housing planning. Highlighting this issue the Millennium
Development Goals initiative has proposed that member nations should
make a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum
dwellers by 2020.
4. Poverty: Urban poverty encourages the formation and demand for slums. In
a rich country, the number of slums in less and, on the contrary, the higher
the magnitude of slums in the country the lower is the gross income of that
country.
5. Economic cause: Poverty is the most fundamental cause of slums. The poor
people who flock to the cities in search of jobs are employed in the factories
on low wages. Better housing remains a dream for them because of high land
values, exorbitant costs of land and housing material and high rental values
of the dwellings. Their economic incapacity forces them to live in the areas
where housing conditions are poor.
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National Slum Development Programme
On the basis of the fact that the slum population of India had touched 46.78
million by 1991 and the conditions of urban slums in most of the States and towns in the
country were very unsatisfactory, it was deemed appropriate by the Government of
India to introduce a special central assistance to States for upgradation of urban slums
under the heading of National Slum Development Programme in 1996. The programme
focused on
(a) upgrading of physical amenities like water supply, storm water drainage,
community bath, widening and paving of existing lanes, sewers, community latrines,
streetlight etc.;
( b) improving community infrastructure including provision of community
centres to be used for pre-school education, non-formal education, adult education,
recreational activities etc.; and provision of Community Primary Health Care Centre
Buildings.
Difference between Tribal Society, Rural society and Urban Society

Tribal Society

Rural society

Urban Society

1

Small in size

Small in size

Big in size

2

Tribal society is homogenous.

Rural society is homogenous.

3

It is dominated by blood
relationships.
Informal means of control

It is dominated by primary
relations.
Informal means of control

Urban society is
heterogeneous.
It is dominated by secondary
relations.
Formal means of control

Main occupation is agriculture.

6

Hunting, gathering and pastoral
activities.
Close contact with nature.

Close to nature.

Urban community is known for
non-agricultural pursuits.
Out of touch with nature.

7

Illiteracy

Less stress on education

Mass education

8

People are known for their
simplicity.

People are known for their
simplicity and hospitality.

9

more conservative
People are conservative
and
and dogmatic.
.
dogmatic
Simple division of labour based
on sex.

People are conservative
and
more conservative,
.
orthodex
and orthodox.
Simple division of labour.

People are known for their
artificiality, narrowmindedness.
People are progressive.

4
5

10

Large-scale division of labour.

Conclusion
To sum up, in this lesson, the concepts of urban society, urbanisation, urbanism
and features of urban society have been discussed. It has also discussed the urban
issues of housing and slums. The present chapter also highlights the distinction among
Tribal, Rural and Urban societies. It must be kept in mind that despite their differences,
all three types of communities are an equally important and integral part of a society.
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Glossary
·
·
·

·
·
·

Housing: It is one of the primary necessities of any civilised society, since, it
provides shelter to the people.
Poverty: Condition where people's basic needs for food, clothing, and shelter
are not being met.
Slums: A slum is a heavily populated urban informal settlement characterised
by substandard housing and squalor. While slums differ in size and other
characteristics from country to country, most lack reliable sanitation services,
supply of clean water, reliable electricity, timely law enforcement and other
basic services.
Urban society: It is heterogeneous, dominated by secondary relations,
artificial, more mobile, and non-agricultural based. It is big in size and the
people are progressive.
Urbanisation: Urbanisation is the movement of the people from rural to urban
areas, and the resulting growth of cities. It is also a process by which rural areas
become transformed into urban areas.
Urbanism: Urbanism represents a way of living. It also denotes the diffusion of
urban culture and the evolution of urban society.

I. Objective Type Questions
A.

Multiple Choice Questions

1.

Which are the causes for homelessness in urban society?
(a) Shortage of housing (b )Entitlement of housing
(c) Entitlement of Land (d) All of the above

2.

3.

4.

The movement of the people from rural area to urban area is called:
(a) Urban Society

(b) Rural Society

(c) Urbanism

(d) Urbanisation

Which are the causes for the growth of slums?
(a) Poverty

(b) Poor Housing Planning

(c) Both a and b

(d) None of the above

Which is not the feature of slum area:
(a) Acute overcrowding (b) Inadequate lighting
(c) Urbanism

(d) No sanitation system
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5.

Which is the cause of homelessness?
(a Shortage of housing (b) Self-sufficiency
(c) Development (d) Market oriented

B. True/False
1. Urban society is small in size.
2. Trade, industry and commerce are the chief marks of the
urban economy.
3. The Chances for social mobility are less in urban society.
4. Mega cities are suffering from acute housing problem.
5. Slums are part of rural life.

C. Fill in the Blanks
1. Urban society is __________ in size and __________ in nature.
2. __________ means of social control found in urban society.
3. An urban community is known for its ________________ division of labour.
4. Housing problem is also known as __________.
5. __________ represents an urban way of living.
6. __________ and __________ are the issues of urban society.

D. Match the columns.
Column A

Column B

Formal relation
Shortage of housing
Urban way of living
Informal housing structure
Intermixture of people from
different background

Homelessness
Slum
urban society
Heterogeneity
Urbanism

II. Very short answer type questions
1. What is a district of a city marked by poverty and inferior living conditions
called?
2. Poor ventilation, acute overcrowding, faulty alignment of streets and
inadequate lighting are the features of which type of society?
3. Large-scale division of labour and specialisation are found in which society –
urban or rural?
4. An attitude in which the interests of the individual take precedence over the
interests of the group is called ;
5. The state of being unknown to most people is called;
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6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Urban society is dominated by which relations?
Which type of economy is found in a tribal society?
What is the size of urban population?
As per Census of India, what is urban Society ?
Housing problem is also known as?
Slums are known in India by which different names?
Name two types of deviant behaviours existing in slum areas.

III. Short answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

What do you mean by Urban Society?
What is non-agricultural occupation?
What is Individualism?
What do you mean by housing?
What is Congestion?
What is a slum?
What do you mean by urbanisation?

IV. Long answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Explain two characteristics of urban society.
Write down the three causes of housing.
Write the three causes responsible for slum areas in urban society.
Write any two social changes in urban society.
Write a short note on urban society.
What do you mean by urban society? Discuss its characteristics in detail.

V. Very long answer type questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Write a detailed note on urban society.
What is housing? What are the causes responsible for housing problems?
What do you mean by slums? Write a detailed note on it.
Write down about social changes which occur in urban society.
Differentiate between tribal, rural and urban societies.

Make a Project Report on which cities are
suffering from acute housing problem and
find out its reasons.
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